English 089: Reading and Writing Improvement
The Summary Project

Due:  RD: 11/06        FD: 11/13
Evaluation: 200 points 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Length: 1000 words or more

Format:
· Use size 12, Times New Roman font.
· The body of your paper should be double-spaced throughout. 
· In the upper left corner, in a single-spaced, four-line list, include your name, the class, the name of the assignment, and the due date.
· Include a unique title. Your title should be centered, and in plain (neither bolded nor italicized) size 12 Times New Roman font.
· Include page numbers in the upper-right corner.

Description:
What the Best College Students Do is, in many ways, a typical work of book-length non-fiction. It consists of eight chapters, each aimed at the book’s central purpose, but each with a focus of their own that connects to the overall thesis of the book. So far, you’ve written a critical summary of each individual chapter.

For the Summary Project, you’ll bring all eight of your summaries into a single essay. This will involve some serious revision, not only when it comes to correcting mistakes, but also in creating smooth transitions between chapters so that the paragraphs have a logical connection to each other. *While you might have an individual paragraph for each chapter, you might also condense two chapters into a single paragraph, if the context requires it.

Additionally, you’ll include a new introduction that summarizes the book as a whole. You should structure it like a critical summary (it is one; it just covers more ground), and a conclusion that evaluates the overall effectiveness of the book’s argument. *The conclusion is where you should incorporate some of your own college experience, explaining how it either reinforces or contradicts Bain’s claims about successful college students.

In your essay, include at least 3-6 quotations from What the Best College Students Do. This requires that you utilize proper in-text citations as well as include a proper “Work Cited” page. This page will be the last page of your assignment, and does not count towards your word count (along with the heading). 

The Summary Project gives you the opportunity to demonstrate a clear understanding of the structure of a critical summary, including the ability to identify the main points of a chapter of a book-length work of non-fiction. It also allows you to point out the relationship between individual chapters, and to identify the meaning of a non-fiction work overall. While the conventions of academic writing are complex, one of the most important and durable concepts you can learn is that college-level reading and writing involves responding to the ideas of other authors in critical ways. This is done via reading other texts, understanding them, and building on, critiquing, evaluating, or contributing to the ideas that they express. 

At the same time, we’ve already learned that the college-level “argument” means using logic and outside evidence to convince an audience that an idea is important and true. In order to present evidence from outside sources, a college-level writer needs to be able to summarize that evidence effectively and efficiently. If you need any additional assistance, be sure to visit The Writing Lab, make an appointment with me, etc. 
